
AFRICAN ART

jumps from pinterest under african art 
and info from art in focus text

pages 266 - 283





RUBRIC: African Picasso Faces

Create 5-10 thumbnails of different faces in different styles. Color and B&W. 
Think Mood, Cubism, Contour Line, Abstract

Pick one and make it 9x12 with a 1 inch boarder, image 7x10

-African / Picasso inspired faces. NO plagiarism. 

- Full color blending or Value tones

- Craftsmanship and effort. This should take you 2 weeks

- Use foreground and background
-Use graphite, colored pencil or water color pencils





Three Swazi Sisters
1925 
Oil on Canvas
Irma Stern

Irma Stern was a major South African artist who achieved national and international 
recognition in her lifetime. A very versatile artist, she worked in a range of media including 
oils, water colour, gouache, charcoal as well as ceramics and sculpture.  



10 min JUMP START -With a table grouping or a 
partner collaborate on a cubist face Picasso inspired

draw one facial feature and then pass on your paper to 
a partner. Pass your paper back and forth until you've 

created a full face. Features can be misplaced, & drawn 
in different styles. 



Bundu society 
mask. Describe 

art elements that 
are found in this 

work and 1 
principal of 

design that best 
fits - give 
evidence

Mende, Sierra Leone late 19th century

The Mende are one of several Guinea Coast people with a separate secret society 
that assumes responsibility for educating and  initiating young women into 

adult society. Women wear helmet masks that cover the entire head.  Mask has 
elaborate hairstyle and rolls of flesh at the neck that represent wealth, beauty, 

and social status.  This is the only society where women wear masks in African.



It is more than 3 times the size of the United States

Secular ~ nonsacred

Oba ~ king

Scarification ~ 
ornamental scars

Raffia ~ a fiber made 
from the leaves of an 
African palm tree

Convex ~ outwardly 
rounded

Concave ~ inwardly 
curved



Seated man and woman 
Dogon People in Mali

-wood carving

African Art
Arts are interwoven with everyday life. Sculpture 
was the greatest contribution to the world. Other 

cultural arts include music, dance, drama, textiles.

These arts are exhibited through communal 
activities, Rituals, and Ceremonies.  

• Vast continent of Africa many art forms 
originated  

• Highly developed cultures produced 
sophisticated art forms from 700 B.C.E. when 
Europe was still in the middle ages.

• Europeans first make contact with Africa 
during the end of the 15th century



Themes of Life:
Birth - coming of age - death

Roles of Gender
Sickness - healing

Food, water, relationship with nature

Importance of life events or forces of nature 
that influence lives of individuals and 

communities

• 1,000 cultural groups as part of the huge 
continent of Africa.



African art is characterized by emphasis on the human figure, 
sculpture, performance art, and nonlinear scaling. Highly 
developed cultures produced sophisticated art forms

this emphasis even influenced certain 
European traditions.

African artists tend to favor three-dimensional 
artworks over two-dimensional works.

An extension of the utilitarianism and three 
dimensionality of traditional African art is 
the fact that much of it is crafted for use in 
performance contexts, rather than in static
ones. chibinda - the hunter

art in focus pg 274

https://www.boundless.com/definition/two-dimensional/
https://www.boundless.com/definition/static/


What are some 
elements found in 

these masks?

What material are 
these 

masks made of?

How do you think 
they created these 

masks?

Jumpstart  9/26-27



BELT MASK 
OF IYOBA 

"Iyoba Idia’s face is the most widely known face of an 
African royal woman after the Egyptian Queen, Nefertiti." -
Nkiru Nzegwu, 2005
Queen Idia's face conveys the considerable determination and 
allure that has inspired centuries of respect for her role as an 
astute leader of the Benin kingdom. This icon was one of four 
created in her honor by her son, Oba Esigie, who led the 
kingdom to the height of its prosperity in the sixteenth 
century. All four were worn each year in a ceremony by a 
succession of Obas up until 1897, when a British military 
force confiscated them from the Oba's bedroom in the palace 
and brought them back to Europe. 



ANCIENT IFE

• year 800 and 1000 C.E.

• artists developed a highly refined 
life like sculptural style to create 
portraits of the first Yoruba kings 
and queens.

• according to Yoruba beliefs, the 
world consists of two realms:  real 
world & supernatural world



EMPIRE OF MALI

Nok rider and horse 53 cm tall (1,400 to 2,000 years ago)
The Nok culture appeared in Nigeria around 1000 B.C. and vanished under unknown circumstances 

around 500 AD in the region of West Africa. This region lies in Northern and Central Nigeria. Its 
social system is thought to have been highly advanced. The Nok culture was considered to be the 

earliest sub-Saharan producer of life-sized Terracotta.

https://www.boundless.com/art-history/textbooks/boundless-art-history-textbook/africa-before-1800-17/ancient-africa-113/art-of-ancient-africa-499-4718/

Carved figurines were 
created and worshipped 

for many different 
reasons:

Power, wisdom, funerary, 
fertility, good or evil 
spirit containment.

https://www.boundless.com/art-history/textbooks/boundless-art-history-textbook/africa-before-1800-17/ancient-africa-113/art-of-ancient-africa-499-4718/images/nok-rider-and-horse-53-cm-tall-1-400-to-2-000-years-ago/
https://www.boundless.com/art-history/textbooks/boundless-art-history-textbook/africa-before-1800-17/ancient-africa-113/art-of-ancient-africa-499-4718/


WEAVERS OF KENTE CLOTH

• Many different patterns 
were invented and named 
by Akan societies.

• Different patterns could 
mean social status and 
family identity



The Benin kingdom located in 
now Nigeria, was a highly 

developed society with an 
oral tradition that goes back 

7 or 8 centuries.  These 
sculptures were made of 

metal alloy, many in bronze.  
The Benin artists had 

mastered the medium of 
metal sculptures in Iron, 
Bronze and Gold years 
before their European 

counter parts.  In 1897 when 
the British captured and 

looted Benin city, they were 
amazed at the advanced skill 

of these artists.



1-2 pages of 
african art 

to accompany your 
notes

10/5





Use color pencils to blend
these colors in your

sketchbook

take your time and blend.

oct 2/3



THE 
BWA 
PEOPLEwood for face masks and 

headdresses. Raffia are palm 
plants attached as hair

African masks were constructed in 
different ways and structurally 
may rest on your shoulders or 
require your whole body for 
support and movement.

Made to be seen in motion these 
masks were part of ceremonial/ 
ritual dances/performances. These 
masks obtain communication to 
the spiritual world. Once wearing 
the mask your body became a 
vessel or a medium for a spirit. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whAY9R-_7ac



http://www.randafricanart.com/Baga_Nimba.html

The most important of the Baga art forms is the great mask, D'mba or 
Nimba. It represents the mother of fertility, protector of pregnant women, 
and presides over all  agricultural ceremonies. The dancer, wearing a full raffia 
costume, carries the mask on his shoulders, looking out through holes between the breasts. In 
use, such masks rise more than eight feet above the ground; they often weigh more than 
eighty pounds. Most show a standardized pattern of facial scarification.

http://www.randafricanart.com/Baga_Nimba.html




The British expedition traveled to areas of Africa (Benin 
Kingdom / Nigera), conquered, and brought back pieces of 

cast Ironwork to Britain. A huge interest was created of 
taking metals and casting them into tools and weapons. 

These were also functional symbolic art & symbols of 
authority as well as weaponry. (Throwing knifes for example 

were symbolically shaped as bird figures.) 

Gold extracted from the 
earth was used to create 
jewelry as a measure of 
wealth. Usually worn by 

someone of higher status. 
Or worn as intricate armor 

plating.

Copper / Iron / Gold / Silver



background - the part of a scene or picture that is 
farthest from the viewer : the part of a scene that is 
behind a main figure or object in a painting, 
photograph, etc

foreshortening - to cause (something) to appear 
shorter than it really is because it is in the foreground 
of a drawing, painting, etc.

foreground - the part of a scene or picture that is 
nearest to and in front of the viewer

overlapping - to lie over the edge of something : to 
cover part of the edge of something



horizon line - a horizontal line across the picture. It is always 
at eye level - its placement determines where we seem to be 
looking from - a high place, or from close to the ground

orthogonal line - the relation of two lines at right angles to 
one another (perpendicularity)

vanishing line - one of the lines converging to a vanishing 
point in a pictorial 

perspective - a technique of depicting volumes and spatial 
relationships on a flat surface. 

chiaroscuro - Arrangement of dramatic light and shadow.



Homework due: 10/7
two pages african art

Magazine reflections due

Doodle 4 Google project “your future” for 10/7 
in your sketchbook



Both in Sb



AFRICAN MASKS INSPIRED ARTISTS SUCH AS MATISSE AND PICASSO TO 
DEVELOP NEW ART STYLES (ABSTRACT AND CUBISM)

Pablo Picasso - 1881 - 1973   Spanish artist



cubism - 1908 - 1912

http://www.pablopicasso.org/
africanperiod.jsp



cubism - 1908 - 1912

http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/honors/Doc
uments/picasso_and_africa_how_african_art
_influeced_pablo_picasso_and_his_work_nad

eenpennisi.pdf



Interpretation
early 1900s, the aesthetics of traditional African sculpture became a powerful influence 
among European artists who formed an avant-garde in the development of modern art. 

pictorial flatness, vivid color palette, and fragmented Cubist shapes helped to define early 
modernism. While these artists knew nothing of the original meaning and function of the 

West and Central African sculptures they encountered, they instantly recognized the 
spiritual aspect of the composition and adapted these qualities to their own efforts to move 

beyond the naturalism that had defined Western art since the Renaissance. lthough the 
painting is seen as the first Cubist work, before beginning the Cubist phase of his painting, 

he spent several years exploring African art. During this time the French empire was 
expanding into Africa, and African artifacts were being brought back to Paris museums. The 
press was abuzz with exaggerated stories of cannibalism and exotic tales about the African 

kingdom of Dahomey. Also talked about was the mistreatment of Africans in the Belgian 
Congo with Joseph Conrad's popular book Heart of Darkness. It was natural therefore in this 

climate of African interest that Picasso would look towards African artifacts as inspiration 
for some of his work.





Name a few characteristics or themes of African art

What specific art contributions are the African people known for?

According to tribal beliefs the world consists of what two realms?

What is Kentee?

Define the looks and function of an African mask


