
Egyptian Art
Value & Form



Use hieroglyphs
to create your name or something about you.



Examples of different 
hieroglyphs

Or make up your own



Draw the bust of Nefertiti in your sketchbook 4 min

Nerfertiti was queen of Egypt and wife of Pharaoh Akhenaten during the 14th century B.C. 
She and her husband established the cult of Aten, the sun god, worshipping only one God

and promoted Egyptian artwork that was radically different from its predecessors.

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/egypt-art/new-kingdom/v/thutmose-bust-of-nefertiti-c-1340-bce

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ancient-art-civilizations/egypt-art/new-kingdom/v/thutmose-bust-of-nefertiti-c-1340-bce


Unit 1 quiz Tuesday 9/19    20 min

 Balance

 Color

 Contrast

 Extra Credit:

 Credit Line



Khan Academy Egypt
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-history-basics/art-1010-ddp/v/ancient-near-eastern-and-ancient-
egyptian-art

*Mesopotamia (area) - land between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates 
referred to the cradle of civilization.
*Both Mesopotamian and Egyptian artists stylized the human body.
*Invented first written language called Cuniform by using abstract symbols.
*Egyptian rule was documented as Old, Middle, New, and Late Kingdoms.
*Artistic styles had minimal change over the course of Egyptian history.
*Except for the Amarna period during the reign of Akhenaten when the 
religion changed faces got stretched, and bodies got streamline. Eqypt
reverted back after Akhenaten’s death.
* Gods and Goddesses were imagined with animal heads and human bodies.
*The Pharaoh were considered the living God and depicted in symbols of 
authority such as the royal headdress, crook and flail, and a false beard.
*Egyptians were obsessed with the afterlife.
*When an Egyptians artist painted a figure each body part was depicted from 
it’s most recognizable angle. Face profile, feet profile, body front view
*332 B.C.E. Alexander the Great conquered the kingdom he admired.
The last Pharaoh was Ptolemy XV. In 30BCE Rome conquered Egypt.

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/art-history-basics/art-1010-ddp/v/ancient-near-eastern-and-ancient-egyptian-art


Wait, wheres Egypt?



EGYPTIAN TIME PERIODS

Egyptian History has been broken down in to 3 main parts. 
The old kingdom, the middle kingdom and the new kingdom. 

The old kingdom (2700 BCE – 2200 BCE) also known as the pyramid age as this was the only time in 
history where pharaohs were buried in pyramids because of the grave robbers. 

The middle kingdom (2050 BCE – 1800 BCE) this was Egypt’s golden age, trade, arts, literature 
flourished and pharaohs were expected to be wise rulers and good kings. Pharaohs were buried in 
hidden tombs during this time so they would not be robbed of their wealth of jewels for the after 

life. 

The new kingdom (1500 BCE – 1000 BCE) was Egypt's expansion period, expanding its boarders 
through military conquest. 



Geometric Shapes
create your own geo-animal

• Circle

• Square

• Triangle

• Oval

• Rectangle

• Octagon

• Parallelogram

• Trapezoid

• Pentagon

• Hexagon

https://www.behance.net/gallery/34987495/Geometric-birds-(Procreate-iPad-Pro)

Unit Project
out of sketchbook
Larger than 5 x 7

https://www.behance.net/gallery/34987495/Geometric-birds-(Procreate-iPad-Pro)


Make sure to use colored pencils as an artist tool. Layer and blend 
colors.



http://www.mcescher.com

Hand with Reflecting 
Sphere  
M.C. Escher   
1935  
Lithograph                       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQ12pzAFNmE

http://www.mcescher.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQ12pzAFNmE






Lecture:
Pencil hardness and softness scale...

take each pencil given to you and create mini  
value scales by shading soft to hard lines. 

Daily Sketch: Page 16 & 47 in Fundamentals book. Steps to 
outlining, placing, overlapping, shading, detailing a bowl of 
fruit. 

COPY VOCABULARY into Sketchbook

Line is used to lead your eye through artwork. 
Dimension - Amount of space an object takes up in one direction. 
Outline - Line that shows or creates the outer edges of a shape
Implied line - Series of points a viewers eye automatically connects

Vertical, horizontal, diagonal, zig zag, and curve.
Length, width, texture, direction, degree of curving

Activity: Fundamentals book pages 66 - 67 Object drawing and still life composition. 



Using what 
you just 
learned 
about lines 
and shapes, 
recreate the 
magnolia 
flower in 
your 
sketchbook.  

Use your 
pencil to 
capture the 
value and 
contrast. 

Imogen Cunningham. Magnolia Flower. 1925. Photograph Denver Art Museum



● Now is your turn to create a shaded sphere.  Make sure you capture the values and 
label the sphere like the one below.  Don’t forget the shadow underneath. 



● Texture- refers to the physical rendering or the real 
surface qualities we can notice by touching an object.

● Form- a three-dimensional geometrical figure (i.e.: 
sphere, cube, cylinder, cone, etc.), as opposed to 
a shape, which is two-dimensional, or flat.

● Color- a component of light which is separated when 
it is reflected off of an object.

● Value- The lightness or darkness of tones or colors.
● Space- An element of art by which positive and 

negative areas are defined or a sense of depth 
achieved in a work of art .

● Highlights- a bright or reflective area in a painting, 
picture, or design.
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● Perspective- the art of drawing solid objects on a two-
dimensional surface so as to give the right impression 
of their height, width, depth, and position in relation to 
each other when viewed from a particular point.

● Dynasty: a period during which a single family 
provided a succession of rulers.

● Pharaoh:  ruler of ancient Egypt
● Sarcophagus: a stone coffin
● Papyrus:  A tall aquatic plant
● Hieroglyphs: characters in any system of writing in 

which symbols represent objects
● Obelisks: tall, four-sided, pointed stone shafts



Tuesday/Wednesday
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Akhnaton and his queen Nefertiti changed the 
religious beliefs during their rein.  A single SUN 
god was worshiped as was Aknaton as the 
physical representation of that god.  Art changed 
during this period to be more natural and life like.



Sculptures
• Nefertiti
• Queen of Egypt
• “The Beautiful 

one is come”
• Located at 

Berlin's Egyptian 
Museum 

Facts about Nefertiti Video
● http://www.egyptian-museum-berlin.com/c53.php

http://www.egyptian-museum-berlin.com/c53.php






Mid unit Review
Where did Egyptians come from?

About 5000 B.C.E. prehistoric hunters 
and their families settled in the fertile valley of 

the Nile River.
They could have come from Western Asia.

What was the valley like?
750 miles long and 31 miles at its widest point

What did they want to achieve?
Immortality!  



Tuesday/Thursday



Intro about eyes
Start drawing an eye in your sketchbook

https://youtu.be/u6-bCgRmcko (8min)

● Step by step by Proko
https://youtu.be/TtrqSIhZR_Y (6min)

https://youtu.be/u6-bCgRmcko
https://youtu.be/TtrqSIhZR_Y






HIEROGLYPHS as Egyptian word
Egyptian early form is picture writing.  Symbols some that represented 
objects communicated information and were included in wall paintings.  
The arrangement was usually in square or rectangular clusters.

Cuniform - 1st mesopotamian word then advances into…



PAPYRUS  (EGYPTIAN PAPER)
Ancient Egyptians created a type of paper.  Getting it’s name from the 

Cyperus Papyrus plant that grew along the Nile River. This reed like plant 
thrived along the muddy, wet banks. When making the papyrus the inner 
core on the plant was removed and cut into thin strips, then soaked for

three days and pounded. This pliable fiber is then woven and pressed to 
squeeze out all the water. The sticky liquid from the fiber allows them to 

stick together. It is polished and flattened with a rock.
Papyrus changed Ancient Egypt, stories we no longer being told and retold 
they were written down and documented thus capturing an important part of 
history.
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Egyptian religion placed great importance 
on the resurrection of the soul and eternal 
life in a spirt world.



Architecture
• Great Pyramid
• 3 burial chambers, 

hidden passageways
• constant robberies!
• 2.3 million stone 

blocks
• pointed to the sun
• perfectly smooth and 

reflected light
• Located in Giza
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You might expect the inside of a pyramid to be very 
spacious. However because it is wider than it is tall, 
it lacks the upward movement to give room.  All it 
would have is a few small rooms and passageways.  



Finish your
eye drawing

http://www.boredart.com/2016/02/how-to-draw-an-eye-40-amazing-tutorials-and-examples-d.html

http://www.boredart.com/2016/02/how-to-draw-an-eye-40-amazing-tutorials-and-examples-d.html


Quiz Time!! -Define or illustrate:



1. What river made the Egyptian civilization possible?
2. What did ancient Egyptians want to achieve? Did 
they accomplish their goal? Why or why not?
3. Why, how and for whom were the pyramids built?


