
2D STUDIO ART II

Unit 2
Color Theory

Sept. 18th to Sept. 29th



SKETCHBOOK ACTIVITY

Vincent van Gogh.
Houses at Auvers.
1890. oil on canvas
Museum of Fine Arts
Boston

Using the materials 
at the front table, play with 
this image. Let me see how 
you can make this image 
your own!

Monday Sept.18



COLOR THEORY          9/18

tinted coating of mat board 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qj1FK8n7WgY

Color wheel 

van Gogh houses at Auvers for practice

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qj1FK8n7WgY


PROJECTS CHOICES COLOR UNIT

Portrait time! Look at a few master artists self portraits. create thumbnail sketches and record your thoughts about the artists
renderings. Using a mirror and some imagination or take a few photos of your friends and family, express personality through facial 
expression, angles and perspective, objects or appropriate hand gestures. Be Abstract, realistic, surreal, etc! Be bold, be expressive, 
and be daring! No straight on deadpan stares please.

Airport Contest Project and Blog DUE: Oct 6th
Objective: Color Theory

http://www.nrm.org/MT/text/TripleSelf.html http://www.taea.org/VASE/Search-2007-View.cfm?id=5419

http://www.nrm.org/MT/text/TripleSelf.html
http://www.taea.org/VASE/Search-2007-View.cfm?id=5419


Monochromatic piece - Look at Picasso’s Red and Blue periods. Choose a 
color palette based on a mood, uplifting or serious and dramatic. From there 
choose a portrait, still life, animal, nature.. anything you'd like.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vhG2r3cgPE
https://www.pablopicasso.org/blue-period.jsp

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vhG2r3cgPE
https://www.pablopicasso.org/blue-period.jsp


Animal portrait study - Look at portraits 
that are up close with detail and 
texture. Decide on a medium where 
you can execute fine detail. Attempt to 
choose an animal portrait that has 
character and personality. 

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/9b/f6/bf/9bf6bf7942a14a1c78de309580a4381e.jpg

https://www.etsy.com/listing/186306642/red-cow-watercolor-painting-print-by

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/9b/f6/bf/9bf6bf7942a14a1c78de309580a4381e.jpg
https://www.etsy.com/listing/186306642/red-cow-watercolor-painting-print-by


Take something mundane and make it interesting 
with color and composition. Reference Alice Neel 
and pull out exaggerated colors that may at first 
be subtle but can be emphasized.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lizaart/5001304765/ https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en/search/collection

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lizaart/5001304765/
https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en/search/collection


Culture inspired piece - look into a colorful vibrant 
culture. African textiles, mosaics from middle eastern 
mosques, Japanese woodblock prints, or colorful doors 
of Ireland. Express personality and life through 
saturated colors.

http://gardenofthefareast.tumblr.com/post/47871984023/flowering-lotus-by-ohara-koson

http://sewmuchcraftiness.com/jewelry-of-the-week-pendant-focal-points/

http://gardenofthefareast.tumblr.com/post/47871984023/flowering-lotus-by-ohara-koson
http://sewmuchcraftiness.com/jewelry-of-the-week-pendant-focal-points/


RUBRIC

Create a color palette of no more than 4 colors. This is your guide to 
your color theory project. I will also see that palette on your blog. You 
will use shades and tints of these colors to create your piece. 

Question to answer: Finish your piece. Take a picture and edit it to 
black and white. on your blog place the black and white picture next to 
the color picture. Respond in a paragraph the difference in mood and 
impact the image has on you. 

Daily participation on your project and effort in craftsmanship. It should 
be evident that your piece took thought and research. 

Size: Paper size is 12x18, your image size is 10x16



ALICE NEEL
1975 NANCY 
AND THE 
RUBBER 
PLANT
OIL ON 
CANVAS

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/304415256042323285/

Alice Neel was one of the great American painters of 
the twentieth century. She was also a pioneer among 
women artists. A painter of people, landscape and still 
life, Neel was never fashionable or in step with avant-
garde movements. Sympathetic to the expressionist 
spirit of northern Europe and Scandinavia and to the 
darker arts of Spanish painting, she painted in a style 
and with an approach distinctively her own. (from 
www.aliceneel.com – note that at the time of 
publication this site is inactive).

Reading a Painting

Sept. 22

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/304415256042323285/


HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=MKJEEHITZ9O

You should keep on painting no 
matter how difficult it is, because 
this is all part of experience, and 
the more experience you have, the 
better it is.. unless it kills you, and 
then you know you have gone too 
far. … Alice Neel

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkJEEhiTZ9o


VOCABULARY 

color 

color spectrum

hue

color wheel

value

tint

shade

intensity

complementary colors



color wheel

Wed. Sept 20



7 WAYS OF BLENDING COLORED PENCILS



GEORGIA 
O’KEEFFE
GREY LINES 
WITH 
BLACK, BLUE 
& YELLOW,
1923
MUSEUM OF FINE 
ARTS HOUSTON

ww.georgiaokeeffe.net/grey-line-with-black-blue-and-yellow.jsp#prettyPhoto

https://www.georgiaokeeffe.net/grey-line-with-black-blue-and-yellow.jsp#prettyPhoto


ARTIST SPOTLIGHT
GEORGIA O’KEEFFE

Born on dairy farm Sun Prairie, W.I. in 
1887

Studied art in Chicago and New York.

1916 Alfred Stieglitz Gallery first displayed 
her work.

Marries Alfred Stieglitz 1924

Alfred Stieglitz dies 1946

Her painting of flowers, shells and bones 
combines both the figurative and abstract.

Dies 1986 in Santa Fe New Mexico
Cow’s skull: red, white,and blue

1931 http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/geok/hd_geok.htm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caQfm-mt0NY

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/geok/hd_geok.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caQfm-mt0NY


https://vimeo.com/134768633

My Front Yard 1941 Flowers on Fire 1927

Sky Above the Clouds, 1963
Ram’s Skull 

with 
Hollyhock, 

1935

http://alexgeorgiaokeeffeartproject.weebly.com/examples-of-art-work.html

https://vimeo.com/134768633
http://alexgeorgiaokeeffeartproject.weebly.com/examples-of-art-work.html


Robert Burt
http://www.meiklefineart.com/sold-works.php?aid=3

Michael Schuessler
http://www.schuesslerstudios.com/galleries/michael.htm

Elizabeth Barlow

http://www.elizabethbarlowart.com/photography/

http://www.meiklefineart.com/sold-works.php?aid=3
http://www.schuesslerstudios.com/galleries/michael.htm
http://www.elizabethbarlowart.com/photography/


HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=F6LNI
DX4C5C
2MINUTE VIDEO ALICE PAINTING

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f6lnidx4C5c


Diana Kirkpatrick

https://www.artsy.net/artist/diana-kirkpatrick

Amy Ringholz
http://www.amyringholz.com/rsartwork.html Barbara Garrett

http://barbaragarrettartist.com/workszoom/2070702

https://www.artsy.net/artist/diana-kirkpatrick
http://www.amyringholz.com/rsartwork.html
http://barbaragarrettartist.com/workszoom/2070702


warm & cool colors
Thursday Sept. 28th



HOW WE SEE COLOR

Color is an element of art that is 
derived from reflected light. You 
see color because light waves are 
reflected from objects to your 
eyes. White light from the sun is a 
combination of all colors.

When light passes through a 
wedge shaped glass, called a 
prism, the beam of white light is 
bent and separated into bands of 
color, hence the color spectrum. 





VALUE

Darkness or lightness of 
a color

Tints & shades

Tues. Sept 26



HUE IS THE 
NAME OF A 
COLOR IN 
THE COLOR 
SPECTRUM



ARTIST SPOTLIGHT
FRANZ MARC

Born in Munich 1880 second son of a 
painter.

Studied art in Paris

Key figure in the Expressionist movement

Founded the Blue Rider Journal

During his short career create 60 works

Creating art was his way of opposing the 
modern industrial society.

Killed in the field during WW1. Once the 
military realized he was a foot solider 
they sent orders to get him out of harms 
way. That same day he was shot



Marc developed a personal a personal theory of color symbolism. In a letter to Aug         

http://www.franzmarc.org

Large Blue Horse, 1911

Fate of the Animals,  1915

Yellow Cow, 1911
Oil on Canvas 

https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/2760

http://www.franzmarc.org
https://www.guggenheim.org/artwork/2760


Barbara Meikle http://www.meiklefineart.com

Linda Israel
https://www.lindaisraelart.com/gicleesandprints/

John Nieto
https://www.nietofineart.com/john-nieto/originals

http://www.meiklefineart.com
https://www.lindaisraelart.com/gicleesandprints/
https://www.nietofineart.com/john-nieto/originals


SKETCHBOOK PRACTICE

You are to take differing colored papers and cut out a bunch of 
geometric shapes.

Make a large variety and some free form shapes as well.

Arrange these shapes on your paper to not leave any of the white 
paper showing through.  Try a few different arrangements till you 
have something you are happy with.

Glue the papers down.
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